
A2 Level / Art & Design Year 13 (KS5) 
 
A2 Level Art & Design consists of 2 units of work, a Coursework unit 
and an ESA (Exam piece).  
Currently, due to Covid, the second ESA unit has been suspended, 
and students completing Y13 in 2021 will only need to complete the 
Coursework unit. 
 
It is a prerequisite of the A2 course that the candidate will have 
successfully completed the AS component. 
 
Unit 2 Contextual Study 
 
The coursework unit in Year 13 is entitled “Contextual Study”, and 
candidates are allowed to, encouraged, (with teacher assistance and 
direction), and work towards presenting a mature body of work in 
order to satisfy the 4 Assessment Objectives.  
Candidates’ ideas will be guided and developed by staff into a 
coherent individual project structure and framework. Regular 
tutorials and reviews of these projects will take place throughout the 
year. 
Contextual Study projects completed recently by previous students 
include; 
 
An investigation into a group of artists and their style and work 
e.g. the Italian Futurists, the American Abstract Expressionists. 
 
An investigation into a genre or style of painting in a specific location 
e.g. Northern European landscape painting from 1750 
 
An investigation into the work and importance of a specific artist 
e.g. Picasso and Cubism 
 
An investigation into an esoteric theme e.g. light in landscape 
 



A reinterpretation of Albrecht Durer’s “Clump of Turf” idea, has 
provided hugely successful Contextual Study projects for specific 
students over the past 4 or 5 years. Work here involves quality 
volumes of illustrative work exploring a humble starting point and 
exploring every possible creative opportunity and angle in the spirit 
of Durer’s “Clump of Turf”. 
 
Candidates’ Contextual Study units should refer heavily to the work 
of relevant artists and practitioners and they should also present a 
body of original work, and a sketchbook of ideas and starting points, 
inspired by and related to their chosen course of study. 
Students’ work should, as in AS Level starting point 1, use a variety of 
tools, materials and processes.  
As in AS Level Art, final outcomes should be constructed/emerge and 
a final body/piece of work should be presented. 
 
At A2 Level there is an even greater need for coherent, well written 
annotation with an increasingly mature subject specific vocabulary. 
Furthermore, candidates must present a cogent Statement of Intent 
of about 1000 words explaining their intentions of the Contextual 
Study. 
 
At present, there is no ESA unit, but when it returns, a theme or set 
of themes will be distributed by the exam board in the early Spring of 
Y13. Candidates will be expected to construct a body of project work, 
and make a final piece in a 10 hour timeframe at the end of Y13. 
 
 


