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WELSH LANGUAGE POLICY  
 

The Legal Position 
 

The 1988 Education Reform act designated Welsh as a foundation subject that would 
eventually be taught to all pupils in Wales from the age of 5 to the age of 16.  In September 
1993 Welsh became compulsory for all pupils at KS3 and KS4. 
 
However, in 1994 the Secretary of state for Wales modified the National Curriculum so that 
since September 1994 Welsh was compulsory for all pupils in KS3 but not in KS4.  The 
Secretary of state expressed a wish for all schools who had established courses for all pupils 
in KS4 to continue to do so and made it a duty on those who had not been able to establish 
a welsh course for all pupils in KS4 to plan to do so by September 1999. 
 
Thus at Newtown High School we offer Welsh as a compulsory subject in KS4 for all pupils*.  
Welsh is offered as a second language either as a full or short course. 
 
*The only exceptions are pupils who are statemented and whose statements specifically 
exclude the study of Welsh. 

 

 

Arrangements for Teaching Welsh 
 

On their entry to the High School for the purpose of establishing teaching groups, pupils will 
be categorised as First or Second Language Welsh. 
 
First Language Welsh pupils are defined as: 
 

 Pupils who have received their primary education through the medium of welsh 
Or 

 Pupils whose parents speak Welsh and who themselves are able to speak Welsh 
 
First Language Welsh pupils will follow the First Language Welsh course at KS3 and KS4. 
 
Pupils who are not First Language Welsh pupils will be placed in Second Language Welsh 
groups.  These pupils will follow the Second Language Welsh course at KS3 and KS4 unless 
exempted as a result of being statemented. 

 

 

Policy for Welsh Medium Teaching 
 

The school’s intake is predominantly English-speaking but the existence of Ysgol Dafydd 
Llwyd means that some years we may have a small number of pupils whose parents wish 
their son’s/daughter’s education to continue, to some extent, through the medium of Welsh. 

 


