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A letter from Mr Edwards

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to Newtown High School as Headteacher, following you 
gaining a place with us for September 2020. 

The Summer Term of Primary School is normally one filled with end of year concerts, discos and special trips. I am very sorry that is not
currently possible for you. You have my promise that once life begins to return to a new normal our Transition Team have a whole programme 

of events in the planning for you. These events range from team building exercises to reward afternoons! 

Although this is going to be a very different transition into Year 7, I want to take the time to highlight some of the ways in which we want to 
make sure that you feel part of the Newtown High School community, before physically stepping into the building. Much of this will be done 
through communicating with you via Schoop, Microsoft Teams and our website to take part in challenges, complete bridging units of work to 

prepare for high school lessons and interact with the transition team to answer the questions that all of you will have before starting high 
school. 

This interactive guide is the first step in our 2020 transition programme. I hope it will go some way in alleviating the worries and anxieties you 
may have. I really can’t wait to meet you all properly as soon as possible, I have heard such wonderful things about you from your Primary 

School Headteachers and I am sure you are going to be brilliant additions to Team Newtown High School. 

Now I am off for a meeting on Microsoft Teams, whilst also trying to get my son to do his Geography Home Study work, so I will hand you over 
to my Transition Team to tell you a little bit about what life at Newtown High School is really like. 

Together we can make this transition as interesting and informative as possible. If you have any further questions please email us at 
nc-transition@newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk
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➢ Mr Dumayne – Deputy Headteacher

➢ Mrs Huxley – Assistant Headteacher

➢ Mrs Buckley – Family Liaison Officer 

Ok, hands up if you are a little bit worried about starting High School? That is absolutely fine and totally normal. Starting High School is really exciting but there are 
also lots of unknowns, which can be a cause of worry and anxiety. We have a whole team of people to help make your transition to High School as easy as possible. 
This team is: 

Wellbeing

We are all here to help support you and your family in whichever way we 
can. We have a specially dedicated email address for you or your 
parents/carers to email if you have any questions, the email address is nc-
transition@newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk please email us if you have any 
questions, however big or small they may seem, they are important. 

➢ Ms Hamilton – ALNCO

➢ Mr Jenkins – Head of Year 

mailto:nc-transition@newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk


Still feeling a little bit worried? Then have a listen to what current Year 7 student Ciaran has to say 
about how he felt before coming to Newtown High School and how he feels now. Click on the 
image of Ciaran to watch his video. 

Email nc-transition@newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk

If after looking through our guide you are still feeling anxious 
and worried then please just let us know. Have a little read of 
the cartoon on the left. It’s a story of a student called George, 
George was really worried but after his mum spoke to the 
Transition Team, Mrs Buckley was able to speak to George 
about some of his worries. 

“I can talk to you however 
many times you want me to, I 
can pop into lessons or offer 
you a safe space if you need 
one. We can work through 

your worries together”
Mrs Buckley

https://youtu.be/sceSDj_U1ow


➢ Mrs Buckley – Family Liaison Officer
Mrs Buckley works to ensure that you and your families are feeling OK.  She will call home to speak to your parents and carers and 
maybe even pop around to see them at home.  She can also meet with you to do some one to one sessions of emotional support.

➢ Mrs Cooney – Pastoral Support
Mrs Cooney can be found in Wellbeing and may do one to one or group sessions with you if you are feeling worried, upset or anxious. 
Mrs Cooney is there to support you emotionally. 

➢ Heads of Year
We have a Head of Year for each year group in High School: 7,8,9,10,11 and Sixth Form.  All Heads of Year are based in the HoY Hub 
when they are not in their teaching rooms.

➢ Tutor
You will see your tutor every day from 10.40am for 20 minutes in your tutor room.  Your tutor is your first 
person to talk to if you are worried about anything at all.

Who can help me in school with my wellbeing? 

We have a whole area in school dedicated to wellbeing and it is handily called ‘Wellbeing!’ Mrs Buckley and Mrs Cooney work in Wellbeing.  If you feel 
sad, upset, angry or just not yourself one day, let your tutor or Head of Year know and they may ask you to pop to Wellbeing for a quick chat. Mrs 
Buckley or Mrs Cooney will then meet you and see if, between you both, you can get to the bottom of what’s going on for you at that time. They may 
decide you need to come back for a few more sessions or they may decide that it would be best to do a referral for someone from another agency to 
work with you. They will always check with you and your parents or your carers first before they do this.

There is a team of people on hand, their number one job is to look after your wellbeing. These are: 

Wellbeing Block



We are going to try and answer some of your most commonly asked questions. But remember, if we don’t answer a question that you have then just email us at nc-
transition@newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk and we will get back to you with an answer. No question is too small or silly, if you are asking it then we are sure that others will 
have the same question!

➢ “Will I be in a class with my friends?”

➢ “What do I do if I get lost?”

➢ “What do I do if someone is unkind or upsets me?”

➢ “What do I do if I don’t feel well?”

For the first half term of school you will be in a class with the friends that you come from primary 
school with.  The Transition Team will speak to your teachers and they will let them know who your 

friends are. They can make sure you are in the same class as them to start with. But don’t worry, 
you will always be able to see your friends during break and lunch to. High School is about making 

new friends and building relationships.

Buddies will be placed in tutor groups from Year 8 (it might be me!) for the first 2 weeks for you to ask any 
questions. When you are going around school, you will always be with your class and if you do get lost, you 
can ask any of the older children or staff that you see and they will point you in the right direction. It took 

me less than 2 weeks to know my way around everywhere!

It’s really important to tell someone if you feel someone is making you unhappy in 
school. There are lots of people that can help! The first person to tell would be your 
tutor because you will see them every day. They will tell your Head of Year for you so 

that they can look into it for you.  You can also click the ‘Cymorth’ button when you log 
onto a computer and fill in a short form to let the teachers know what is going on for 

you. This form also gets sent to your Head of Year.

If you don’t feel very well you will need to go to the medical 
room, we will show you where this is once you start with us. Staff 
in the medical room will call home if necessary.  You should not 
call home yourself, the office staff do this for you, so they know 

where you are. 

mailto:nc-transition@newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk


➢ “Can I come to school on my bike or scooter?”

➢ “What do I do if I need someone to talk to if I am upset or worried?”

➢ “I had a youth worker in primary school, can I have one in high school?”

➢ “Am I allowed to bring a mobile phone to school?”

We have created a Wellbeing, Health and Support Book for all our 
students. It has lots of hints and tips on dealing with anxiety. Just 

click the image to have a look. 

Yes lots of us ride our bikes and scooters to school! You can ride your bike or 
scooter to school but must push it once you are on the school grounds. We 
have a bike shed that is locked throughout the school day where you will keep 
your bike or scooter.

The teachers would rather you didn’t but they do allow mobile phones in school. 
However, they are brought into school at your own risk and the school take no 

responsibility if they get lost or damaged! If you use your phone without 
permission in lessons, your phone will be taken from you (which is pretty 

embarrassing!) It’s sent to the office to be collected by your parent or carer, A 
Schoop message will be sent to your parent/carer to let them know.

I would really encourage you to speak to your tutor in the first.  They 
can then decide the correct course of action or advise you on how 
else might be able to help. You can always talk to your Head of Year 
or any of your teachers too. They may contact Mrs Buckley or Mrs 
Cooney in Wellbeing who can then meet with you and decide the 
best way forward. 

In Newtown High School we are very lucky to have lots of outside 
agencies working with us.  If you and your parents/carers would like 
some extra support for you we can complete a referral form together to 
make that happen. 

https://www.newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk/main/images/news1920/wellbeing_booklet.pdf


➢ What will I need to wear? Will I need my PE kit on the first day? What will I need on my first day?

➢ Are there lockers available?

➢ What will I do for lunch?

Usually we would expect you to arrive in your full uniform (Blazer, white shirt,
grey skirt/trousers, tie, black leather shoes) however we are fully aware of how difficult it might be to source this in 

the current climate. Constructiv (our uniform supplier) have ensured that their factory and showroom are fully 
compliant with the latest Government guidance. They are taking online orders, following social distancing protocols 

in the showroom and are offering a click and collect service for all customers. They also have a delivery service 
available for those who request it. 

We have also taken the decision to make this process easier, that for your first day in school, we will only be insisting 
that you wear a white collared shirt and grey school skirt/trousers where appropriate. As a school, we will provide 
every child in Year 6 with a welcome pack which includes a tie and basic stationary on their first day. You can then 
order a blazer and other parts of the school uniform at your convenience. If you wish to contact Constructiv then 
you can find them at: http://www.constructiv.co.uk/shop/categories.asp There will be no need to bring a PE kit 

during the first day. Any activities will be suitable to do be completed in
their uniform. 

Lockers can become available from September. Lockers are limited in number 

and are only available on a first come first served basis. These can be 

organised through the school office. It’s quite handy to have one for your PE 

kit, but it’s up to you! 

You will be able to have a hot dinner or bring your packed lunches with you. 

You will need to use your thumb to pay for your dinner – should any issues 

arise with this you will still be able to have dinner during the first couple of 

days.  



What 
if…

I don’t know anyone?

You’ll make friends quickly in 
your tutor group doing lots of 

team building activities.

I’m late to school?

Come in  as soon as 
possible through the main 

office and sign in.  

I need to leave school early?

Make sure you have a note and sign out 
at the office in the humanities corridor

I lose my timetable?

Come to the Hoy Hub and 
we’ll print you a new one! 

I forget my homework?

Speak to your teacher as soon 
as possible and tell them what 

happened. Your teacher will 
help you come up with a 

solution.

I forget my lunch?

Come to the HoY Hub and 
we can call home or make 

arrangements for you.

I lose my stuff?

Come to the HoY Hub and 
check in lost property, if it’s 

not there we can have a 
look for it together or send 
an email to your teachers. 

If I forget my PE kit?

Come to the HoY Hub and 
we can call home.

If I forget a part of my uniform?

Go to see your Head of Year 
before first lesson who will give 

you a pass for the day. 

HoY Hub
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Learning

The staff of Newtown High School work tirelessly to continue to improve the learning 
experiences of our pupils. Newtown High School is currently on a journey, which will 
continue even after we become one of the best in Wales! 

As part of this journey we have made a few changes to ensure that you are having the 
best experience possible! These changes include: 

1. Learning Plans

Learning Plans are a brief outline of what you will be learning each week, it explains the 
type of task you will be doing, the topic you are going to be studying and any homework 
you might expect! Learning Plans are available for all the subjects you will be studying in 
Year 7. It is really helpful if you miss a lesson or if you want to do some extra reading 
around a particular topic. The example on the left is for RPE (Religion, Philosophy and 
Ethics). This is just one of the few new subjects you will be introduced to when you start 
at Newtown High School! Other subjects you have to look forward to are: History, 
Geography, French, DT, Art, ICT and many more! Take a look at our learning plans (Click 
on the learning plan to be taken to the correct section of our website) to find out what 
you will be learning in September!  

Good communication between 
school, parents and pupils is key to 

your success! The learning plans 
mean that you can talk about your 
learning at home and your parents 

can support you if you need it. 



2. Lessons at Newtown High School

Unfortunately this year it looks like you might not be able to come to us for a couple of days to experience 
what your lessons will be like. But, to give you a small insight into what your lessons might be like have a 
watch of some of our remote learning lessons. These are lessons our teachers have recorded to help our 
students whilst learning at home during the school closures. Obviously your lessons will be in school, with a 
teacher! But it means you get to have a sneak peak at what some of your teachers are like! Click on each of 
the images to watch examples of the video lessons we have been providing during the school closures. 

We have also put together a video tour of Newtown High School, so you can start to get an idea of where 
everything is. Don’t worry about getting lost in your first week, you will have a Year 8 buddy allocated to your 
class to help you find your way around. If you do get lost you can use the map you will be given on your first 
day or just ask another pupil or staff member. 

Click on each of the images to get to know some of your new teachers! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bemuWGWseuc&app=desktop
https://youtu.be/SV8026fFCGQ
https://youtu.be/Q6NSnldSVA8


3. Feedback

Feedback is really important isn’t it. It is through verbal and written feedback that we know how we can improve. 
Across all of the subjects you will study at Newtown High School you will be given something called CAR feedback. 
This is: 

C – Criteria Met = What have you done well, what criteria have you met from the success criteria. 
A – Action Needed = What could be improved, what area of the success criteria will move you up a level. 
R – Response Required = This is where you make any necessary changes or where you develop your work to move 
you up to the next level. 

In your core subjects (Maths, English, Science and Welsh) you will have two of these a half-term. In your 
foundation subjects you will have one CAR assessment each half-term. Click on the images to watch some verbal 
feedback from a PE and Music Lessons.

4. Examples of Pupil Work

Here is just a taster of some of the work students of Newtown High School have produced! 
Some fantastic examples of both written work and practical projects. 

RPE work produced by a 
Year 8 student. Students 
had to describe and explain 
someone who had inspired 
them. They then had to 
present this using any form 
of media. Toby complete a 
lino print. This was 
published in our weekly 
newsletter and also used as 
a WAGOLL (What A Good 
One Looks Like) and sent 
out to other students.

This is a upcycling project 
completed by a student in DT, 
they’ve turned empty food tins 
into a lamp and tea light 
holders! They’ve 
photographed each stage and 
taken a photo to document it. 
Excellent work and very 
creative use of something most 
of us would just put in the 
recycling! 

https://youtu.be/tgYREIxwY7M
https://youtu.be/pKx3Isc3Nk4


5. What is going to happen on my first 
day*? 

Once you have got your first day done and 
under your belt lots of your worries will 
disappear and it will all seem so familiar 
very quickly! But remember if at any point 
(all the way up to Year 11 or Sixth form) 
you can speak to any member of staff if 
you are feeling worried or anxious. 

*This is subject to government 
guidelines and advice. Updates 
will be sent via the Schoop 
app. 

Lesson 1 

Please come to the school for 9am. You can sit with your friends on the rows of chairs. The Transition Team and your form tutors will meet you in the 

hall. 

After a brief introduction and talk from your Head of Year you will be put into your form groups! These are the groups you will be with for the majority of 

your lessons for your first few weeks of High School. So there is plenty of time to meet new people and make new friends (19 years later I’m still best 

friends with the girl I met in the very same school hall on my first day!) 

Lesson 2
The bell will go at 9:50 and this signals the start of lesson 2. How fast will your first ‘lesson’ of High School have gone! 

You will be taken by your form tutors to their teaching classrooms.  You will spend this time up until Break Time playing games to break the ice and get to 

know each other. You will be given your timetables and a map. 

At some point during this time you will be introduced to your Year 8 buddies, they will take you on a tour of the school, to help you get your bearings and 

have a good nosey around! 

You will also be collected in small groups to have your thumb prints scanned (if your parents fill in the bio-metric forms!) so you can use our cashless 

catering payment system! 

Form 

Time 

Break 

Time

Break Time is usually at 11:05, but for your first week your form tutor will take you down a little early so you can beat the queues and check your thumbs 

are working! I really recommend a garlic bagel! You will have the rest of the time to catch up with everyone. 

Lesson 3

At 11:25 the bell will go and it si back to your form rooms to finish off anything you hadn't managed to cover in the morning and to answer any questions 

you might have. Your Head of Year and the rest of the Transition Team will be around during this time to check in and see if you need nay help with 

anything. 

Lesson 4

The bell rings at 12:15 for lesson 4, and your buddies will take you across to your class, just a little bit before the bell goes so you can have another look 

around before the corridors get a little busier. Your buddies will stay with you for your first proper High School Lesson! Your class teacher will spend a bit 

of time getting to know you, giving you your new books and introducing your new topics that will be studied. 

Lunch

For your first couple of weeks of High School we will be taking you for an early lunch, just so you get to know what all the options are, how to pay using 

your thumbs…and so you don’t have to queue! Your teacher and Year 8 buddies will take you over to the hall and make sure you know where to go for 

lesson 5. The rest of lunch is yours to explore! 

Lesson 5

The end of lunch bell goes at 1:45 (but lesson 5 doesn't really start properly until 1:50!) so you have 5 minutes to find your way to lesson 5, Your Year 8 

buddies will be in the hall if you’re not sure and they can take you over to your lesson. 

Lesson 5 will be a new lesson, new teacher, they will just want to get to know you, give you your new books and introduce to their subject. 

Lesson 6

Then, before you know it it’s your last lesson! Your Year 8 buddies will escort you over to your lesson. It will be more getting to know your teacher and 

the new topics you’re studying. The Transition Team will be back around to check in on how it has gone and see if there are any questions you might 

have. 

The school day ends at 3:30, for those of you that catch the bus , you will be taken by your Year 8 buddies. For those of you that walk it is always a good 

idea to pre-arrange a meeting spot with those that you are walking home with. 

And you’ve done it. You’ve completed your first day of Newtown High School! Go You! 

Our normal school day looks like this: 



5. Support for students with Additional Learning Needs

Some of you may currently receive additional support in Primary School for a wide variety of reasons and of the most commonly
asked questions we receive from you prior coming to High School is about what this support will look like in High School. 

Firstly, if you do currently receive any extra support in Primary School is really important that you tell us. We have a fantastic ALNC0, 
Ms Hamilton, who is here to help accommodate the support you need. To ensure successful transition from primary school, Ms 
Hamilton usually has additional meetings and visits with pupils and families during the summer term of year 6. This will happen via 
phonecalls and Microsoft Teams meetings with your Primary School teachers this year. 

The support we offer is a 360 approach to your learning journey and can encompass many different strategies, some of these include: 

1. We aim to personalise learning for all students with additional learning needs. This will mean that you will have a One Page 
Profile which shares what everyone admires about you, what you enjoy, and how best to support you in the classroom. 

2. Annual reviews are held for pupils with statements or notes-in-lieu of a statement, and for those pupils who are School Action 
Plus and in receipt of extra funding. Parents, carers and all external agencies supporting the child are invited to attend.

3. -Personal Educational Plans are developed by the Ms Hamilton for Looked After Pupils in conjunction with parents/carers and 
the Local Authority. Meetings are held to ensure that Looked After Pupils are supported and are making progress.

4. Where a pupil has at least one parent whose first language is neither English nor Welsh, the pupil is placed on the EAL 
(English/Welsh as an Additional Language) Register and their progress is monitored. Those pupils who need additional support 
to close the language gap with their peers, undertake an intervention. 

5. We have a team of experienced Learning Support Assistants on each campus who help with in-class, small group and 1:1 support 
for pupils. Additionally, work for pupils with ALN is differentiated appropriately by class teachers.

6. Contact between the ALNCO, pupils and parents/carers happens regularly via email, phone and meetings. Parental engagement 
is welcomed, and parent/carer phone calls and emails are followed up quickly.

This is by no means a 
comprehensive list of what we 
offer, but just a flavour of the 
wide ranging support we have 
in place to ensure inclusivity 
for all. 
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Communication

Our main form of communication between home and school is an app – Schoop! Schoop is a multilingual communications app that 
puts all the important school information in the palm of your hand. Alerts, news calendar information as well as electronic forms for 
permission, consent and even surveys are all included in this easy to use app. The app can be download for both Android and IOS,
parents/carers can download and sign up at no charge. All you need to do is:

1. Download the app (it is available for both Apple and Android)

2. Enter the School ID, for Newtown Campus this is 20350

3. Choose your Year group (Year 7 2020-2021)

4. Await messages to be sent to the palm of your hand! 

Click the image to watch a quick Schoop tutorial video!

Through Schoop you will receive:
❖ Praise messages
❖ Notifications about when reports are ready to view
❖ Trip Forms 
❖ Important Messages from the Headteacher 
❖ Urgent notifications that may impact on the school day 
❖ Notice of extra-curricular events 
❖ Information about upcoming events 

https://youtu.be/UYKH1HbCl50


We have many other ways of communicating with home about important messages, upcoming events   

and how amazing you all are! These include: 

• The Newtown High School Social Media.

• The Newtown High School Website!

• Dedicated transition email address: nc-transition@newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk

• ‘Dathlu’r Drenewydd’ our termly newsletter,

full of news articles, reasons to celebrate, photos

of trips and visitors and information about 

extra-curricular activities. 

Click to view our 
Instagram

Click to view our 
Website

Click to view past editions
of our Newsletter

facebook.com/thecyfle

instagram.com/newtownhighsch

twitter.com/TheCyfle

https://www.instagram.com/newtownhighsch/
https://www.newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk/main/index.php
https://www.newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk/main/images/newsletters/newsletter_easter_nc_20.pdf
https://www.newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk/main/images/newsletters/newsletter_autumn_nc_19.pdf
https://sway.office.com/jr699b6F9ecC26un?ref=Link


➢ Parent and Pupil Voice

Developing a strong and confident parent voice in Newtown High School is an integral part of our improvement journey. This means we 
regularly ask for the opinions of our parents when making choices that impact on policy, initiatives and protocol. We ask all parents to 
participate in a survey regularly, most often at a Parents Evening.  This survey asks for general opinions and perceptions about the running of 
the school and the support their child is receiving. Periodically we will send out more specific questionnaires to help us in moving forward 
with a new project or to review and evaluate the impact of a new initiative. Parent voice matters in Newtown High School, we do take on 
board the opinion, perceptions and ideas of our parents and we make changes where needed. Here are just some of the changes made in 
the 2019-2020 academic year that are the result of parent voice: 

Parent Voice suggested… We did…

Some parents expressed an interest in having more 
guidance and support in helping their children with 
academic and pastoral issues.

We have held a number of Wellbeing and Enrichment Evenings throughout the year. These evenings 
have included sessions on Cyber Safety and Cyber Bullying, Supporting MAT and ALN pupils and 
Pastoral Support Sessions. The Wellbeing evenings will continue into the next academic year and will 
be tailored to suggestions from parents directly. 

Parents requested an improved layout and organisation of 
Parents Evening. Many parents suggested an appointment 
system would be a more effective way of organising the 
evening, other comments were regarding the level of 
privacy.

We have trialled an appointment system this year. Pupils are provided with an appointment card, they 
then arrange 5 minute appointments with each of their teachers. We now utilise the space in and 
around the hall to spread out the tables, to ensure there is more privacy if required. At the suggestion 
of a parent during one of this year’s Parents Evenings we have now started offering refreshments 
throughout the evening to provide a more friendly environment. 

Some parents felt it was important that as a school 
community we further celebrate our pupil’s achievements 
both in and out of school

We have a campus specific newsletter -Dathlu’r Drenewydd. The Newsletters are available on the 
Newtown High School website or printed copies are available in the school reception. We have also 
launched the ‘Celebrate Success’ programme. See the rewards section for more details on this! 

Some parents have expressed the need for better and 
more efficient ways of communication.

Please see information about our school communication app – Schoop! Launched last Summer, 80% of 
parents are now signed up and receive regular communication from us, which is either whole school, 
Year group specific or pupil specific. 

Some parents have requested further support from the 
Senior Leadership Team to ensure all issues reported are 
dealt with efficiently and effectively.

Due to this we have been holding half-termly SLT Support Clinics, which are a drop in session for 
parents to discuss any issues directly with the SLT member with responsibility for each year group. This 
allows for the face to face contact that is so important and for issues to be dealt with in an appropriate 
time period.

➢ Friends of Newtown 
High School

At Newtown High 
School we are very 
lucky to have a strong 
PTA voice, who work 
tirelessly to support the 
school in whatever way 
they can. Last year they 
raised enough money 
to buy new sound 
equipment for our 
school hall! If you are 
interested in the 
Friends of Newtown 
High School then please 
visit their Facebook 
page for details of their 
next meeting and 
event. 
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Rewards
We believe that it is important to celebrate the success of all our students, both 
inside and outside of school. In school we want to reward all students for 
showing they are Ready to Learn. Our Ready to Learn ethos underpins our 
rewards system. Our Character rewards system aims to promote a positive ‘can 
do’ attitude in all aspects of school life, and to reward our students for their 
fantastic work, attitude and effort. 

On the left you can see our Ready to Learn ethos, these are the expectations we 
have of all students, in all lessons. On the right you can see the CHARACTER
attributes we hope all students of Newtown High School demonstrate and 
develop during their time with us. 

Students will be awarded CHARACTER Points and CHARACTER Points for showing 
they are Ready to Learn or if they have shown CHARACTER. Each half-term your 
Head of Year will nominate a student who has demonstrated each of the 
CHARACTER attributes, the nominated students will be awarded with a 
certificate in our celebration assemblies! 



1. The CHARACTER 25 Challenge: We aim to encourage every student in Newtown High School to undertake 
25 different challenges during their time with us. The challenges range from having 100% attendance for 
a term to raising money for charity! The image on the left lists the full 25 challenges. The more challenges 
you complete then the greater the discount you get off the end of year rewards trip! You can track your 
progress on the School Dashboard system. All you need to do is tell your Learning Mentor Tutor what you 
have completed and they can log it for you. 

• Getting 10 out of the 25 challenges will earn you a bronze award and 10% of the end of year 
trip!

• Getting 15 out of the 25 challenges will earn you a silver award and 12% of the end of year 
trip!

• Getting 20 out of the 25 challenges will earn you a gold award and 15% of the end of year trip! 

3. CHARACTER Points Leader Board: Display around school you 
will see the Leader board for each year group! At the end of 
each half-term if you are in the top 10 in your year group you 
will be invited to one of CHARACTER Champion’s Events! Past 
CHARACTER Champion events include ‘Afternoon Tea served 
by Mr Edwards!’, next up Mr Edwards will be hosting a Full 
Welsh Breakfast...cooked by the Head himself! Then, at the 
end of the term those in the Top 10 in each year will be off for 
an all expenses paid trip to the cinema! 

2. CHARACTER Points: Whilst in school you can earn CHARACTER 
Points for being Ready to Learn and showing CHARACTER 
traits. These CHARACTER Points can be spent in our Online 
Catalogue! Items that are available to by in the Online 
Catalogue include: 

➢ Vouchers for The Regent Centre Cinema 

➢ Vouchers for U Strike Bowling!

➢ Jump the lunch queue vouchers!

➢ Stationary items!

➢ Sporting equipment!



Extra-curricular
• Sporting Opportunities 

• Music and Drama Performances

• Extra-Curricular Clubs and 
Experiences 

Year 9 Phoenix Fire Course



Extra-curricular

Learning doesn’t just have to happen in a classroom!  At 
Newtown High School we strongly believe that it is 
important that students can develop new skills and to 
experience situations that broaden your world, with the aim 
that all learners will become:

➢ ethical, informed citizens.

➢ enterprising, creative contributors, 

➢ healthy, confident individuals

➢ and ambitious, capable learners.

Through… Extra-curricular 
at Newtown 
High School

Visitors!

Drama!

Music!

Challenge 
Days!

Sport!

Trips!



1. Sports! 

Our PE departments offers a wide ranging extra-curricular sports programme, that 
changes each half-term. They offer this in conjunction with our Sport Powys 
Development Officers and our Welsh Rugby Union School Hub Officer. We have a 
wide range of sports on offer in school and many of our School Teams have 
progressed well locally and nationally! But obviously, it is the taking part that 
matters not the winning! Have a look at some of these photos for a small taster of 
what’s on offer. Our PE department are fantastic advocates of a number of charities 
and support lots of charitable causes, making sure to have lots of funning in the 
process! Highlights in the PE  Departments calendar are the Sport Relief Spinathon, 
the Teacher Vs Students Netball game and a Zumbathon! Fancy dress is optional! 

Rugby!

Hockey!

Follow Newtownhspe on 
Instagram!

International Sporting Superstars; Carrie 
Jones (Wales Women’s Team)  and 

Megan Costall (Welsh Archery Champ!)! 

Netball!

Cross-Country!

Football! Zumba!



2. The Performing Arts!

Our Music and Drama Departments offer a number of 
extra -curricular activities for students who have a keen 
interest in all things musical or theatrical! These 
opportunities include: 

➢ Annual Christmas concerts 
➢ Performances for community groups, 

organisations and Care Homes 
➢ Biennial Musical Production
➢ Half-termly Music assemblies 
➢ The Mini Panto
➢ Performances at school functions
➢ Peripatetic music lessons 
➢ Singing lessons
➢ Visiting musicians and vocalists
➢ Weekly Drama Club

The annual Eisteddfod is a highlight in our school calendar, 
it’s a very special day where the whole school comes 
together to celebrate the amazing talent we have in 
Newtown High School! Here are just a few photos to give 
you an insight into the fantastic day that you have to look 
forward to! 

Mid-Wales Opera Visit External Performance Christmas Concert

This year, for one year only, the Newtown High School 
Eisteddfod and Sports Day is going virtual! It is open 
for Year 6 students as well! Keep an eye out on our 
School Social Media page and get your parents to 
download the Schoop app for news of how to enter! 



3. Experiences!

Across the school community we have a wide range of experiences for pupils to be involved in. At 
Newtown High School, we feel that it is very important that students have the opportunity to learn 
through experiences outside of the traditional classroom setting, therefore we have a wide range of 
clubs and opportunities available for our learners in 2020-2021. Here is a list of just some of those 
experiences on offer: 

➢ Dementia Friends Training and Outreach Work
➢ Anti-Bullying Ambassadors Programme
➢ Climate Change Rebellions
➢ Climate Talks with Open Newtown
➢ Eco-Club
➢ Projects with the local community, such as the Participatory Budgeting with Dyfed Powys 

Police and Town Rejuvenation Planning with Newtown Town Council.
➢ Annual Charity Day 
➢ STEM events and trips, such as to the Landrover Factory or Blist Hill
➢ An award winning Student Assembly
➢ Debate / Coding / Drama / Art / and many other clubs! 

Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors

The Student Assembly of Newtown High School and Learning Councils
At Newtown High School we put a strong emphasis on pupil voice in all the decisions we 
make as a school. Our AWARD WINNING Student Assembly is made up of two 
representatives from each year group, that are voted for democratically. This year they have 
helped decide: 
- The New Rewards Trip
- Campaigned for environmentally friendly packaging in the canteen
- Helped appoint new staff members, through the pupil panel interview
- Reviewed teaching and learning across the school

To ensure everyone has a voice in Newtown High School we also have a number of learning 
councils, focused an priority areas across the school. This means once a half-term in Form 
Time you will have the opportunity to feedback to the Student Assembly and Senior 
Leadership Team, your views on what is happening in school! 

The Current Year 
7 Student 
Assembly 

Representatives

In March we were awarded 
the Eco-Schools Platinum 

award, for our work on 
climate change! Including a 

whole school Climate 
Change Rebellion and Lights 

Out lessons! 



What happens 
next?

• Transition Checklist

• Schoop Forms

• Smooth Moves

• Transition Project



What happens next?

So, to help us make your transition to High School as soon as possible there are 
a few jobs you need to do, adjacent is the Newtown High School Transition 
Checklist. See are jobs for you and some are for your parents. 

To complete the Schoop Forms all you need to do is:

1) Sign up to Schoop (ID: 20350)

2) Choose the Year 7 2020-2021 Year group

3) Select ‘My Schoop’ from the bottom. 

4) Select ‘Forms’ 

5) Complete all Forms listed. 



➢ Smooth Moves

Smooth Moves is the programme that we run each year in the summer term. It runs over three evenings, 
a week apart. The aim is to support parents to support their children through transition from primary to 
secondary school. Regrettably due to the current government guidelines and restrictions in place we will 
not be able to hold these sessions face to face. So, Mrs Buckley and Mrs Carter (Penygloddfa) have put 
together the Smooth Moves Guide, for you to work through at home, at your own pace. This doesn’t 
mean you can't speak to Mrs Buckley or any member of the Transition Team. Just email nc-
transition@newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk with your details and any questions or concerns you have and we 
can arrange a suitable time for Mrs Buckley or a Transition Team member to talk to you. 

Click on the image of the Smooth Moves Guide to be taken to the digital version of this. 

➢ The Transition Project

Soon, you will be receiving details of the ‘Transition Project’, this is a project that you will start whilst in 
Year 6 and you will continue the project once you arrive with us in September. You will continue working 
on the project during your Learning Mentor Time for the first term of High School. Mr Jenkins will be 
distributing this project to you, through your Primary School teachers. 

Click to view our Smooth Moves 
project. 

For full details on uniform and equipment requirements please see 
out school prospectus, just click on the image to view the 
prospectus.  

mailto:nc-transition@newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1b9NkkSFFMvEUVrC69ab4LKoXm3lIswz4
https://www.newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk/main/images/docs/prospectus_2019.pdf


Stay Safe. 
Stay Learning. 

“This might not be the 
transition we all would have 

hoped for. But, we really 
can’t wait to meet you all 

and help you grow into 
members of Team 

Newtown High School.” 
The Staff of Newtown High School


