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In this booklet, you'll find answers to questions many people have about homework, as well 
as specific advice for helping your children. 

 
What is homework? 
 
Homework. Many pupils try to avoid it, but teaching and learning research indicates that children 
who spend more time on regularly assigned meaningful homework, on average do better in 
school. Also, that the academic benefits of homework increase as children move into Key Stage 
Four. 
 
Parents and families play an important role in the process. Together, families and teachers can 
help children develop good study habits and attitudes to become lifelong learners. Homework is 
the link between school and home that shows you what your what children are studying. 
 

The Homework Blog 
 
Head to www.newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk. On the site, you will see a row of links to different 
sections of the site. Click on the green ‘Students’ link, then choose ‘Homework’. 
 

 
 
Selecting the link brings up the Homework Blog. 
 

 
 
Students can view their personalised homework blog by clicking Go in the green section (View 
your personalised homework), or you can view all homework by clicking on Go in the black section 
(View all homework). Parents can see their child’s homework from within Parent Portal. 

http://www.newtown-hs.powys.sch.uk/


 

 
 
Clicking View all homework will show in a continuous data ordered format for you to check and 
read through. 

 
Why is homework set? 
 
Homework plays an important part in the learning and development of all our pupils. Working at 
home gives pupils the opportunity to practise what they have learnt in the classroom, which enables 
classwork to concentrate on those activities needing the teacher's presence. 
 
Homework also encourages study as a personal habit, developing perseverance and self-discipline; it 
can also open up areas of study and sources of information that might not be available in school. It’s 
also worth remembering that homework is not a punishment – it can be fun! 

Homework activities 

 
Education has changed much in the last few years and the nature of homework, as teachers and 
parents knew it, is almost a thing of the past. To many, traditional homework tasks meant, for 
example: 
 
 1. Read pages 71-83 and draw the diagram from page 80. 
 2.  Maths: “Area of the triangle” Questions 1-8 

3.  Learn vocabulary on 'La Ferme', ready for a test on Friday. 
  
Although some homework is still like this, activities now tend to be much more varied. Tasks may 
include research, observation, gathering resources and carrying out surveys. They may also include 
extended projects needing planning and completion over several days, or even weeks. This provides 
an excellent basis for learning the techniques of coursework and independent learning in readiness 
for GCSE courses in Years 10 and 11, for Sixth Form studies, and for Higher Education. 
 

 
 
 
 



How can parents help? 
 
There are a number of ways in which parents can support homework activities. 
 
1. Workspace – Having a suitable place to do homework is the first requirement. It is important that 
every pupil has some personal space in which to work, where they will not be disturbed by other 
family members.  
 
Many students like to work to the accompaniment of music. Research into this has not shown a 
significant difference either way - perhaps it depends on what the music is! However, watching 
television whilst doing homework is definitely not recommended.  
 
2. Equipment – The basic equipment, pen, pencil, calculator, ruler etc. are essential. It is an 
advantage if there is access to some useful books, e.g. a dictionary, an atlas, and maybe some type 
of reference work or encyclopaedia - whether book or online. Access to a computer is often a 
motivation to do research and to present work well. However, it is important that information is 
carefully selected from the vast amount available, and that presentation does not take over from the 
main task. (See the section on Websites in our family handbook) 
 
3. Encouragement – It is not helpful for parents to simply do their children's homework for them but 
there is much to be gained by discussion and quiet encouragement. So much more can be achieved 
if a pupil knows that a parent is interested in what he/she is doing.  
 
Perhaps you could offer to test vocabulary or spellings, listen to a talk that has been prepared, or ask 
questions for revision. Also it can be helpful for children to be taken to the town library, although 
pupils should also be encouraged to make use of the school Resource Centre.  
 
Listening to concerns about homework is also helpful – just telling someone else often makes things 
seem more manageable and reduces any anxiety. Your child will benefit from your calm support. 
Most importantly, allow your child to make mistakes! They are a very valuable learning experience. 
 
4. Organisation – Try to make sure your child knows in advance of any family outings or events that 
may affect homework. It is best to establish a homework routine, and also a 'night before' routine as 
homework includes being prepared for the next day at school, e.g. having the right books for the 
lessons, PE kit, ingredients for cooking, reply slips from school letters, etc.  
 
Your child could have a copy of his/her timetable prominently displayed at home so that the correct 
preparation can be made for the next day. Do not organise things for them, however much easier it 
might seem at the time! 
 
It is likely that the amount of homework set each night will vary. Your child may need your help in 
allocating time so that work is spread evenly throughout the week, but he/she should be encouraged 
to do work the day it is set, or at least make a start if it is a long-term piece of work. 

 
How can homework be monitored? 
 
1. By you – Homework is recorded by all teachers on our Homework Blog. This is available via a 
link on the school website (see page 2). You can log into Parent Portal to see more. 
 
2. By Subject Teachers – Subject teachers are responsible for setting, collecting in and marking 
homework, and ensuring that the homework set is recorded on the Homework Blog. 
 

 



Can homework be done in school? 
 
The school’s study facilities are available to pupils at breaktime, lunchtime and after school. The 
school library has a reference section as well as fiction and factual books for loan. Subject areas 
may also have additional “mini-libraries” for specific topics. There is supervised access to the 
Internet for individual research in the Resource Centre and in the school’s study areas. After 
school access to IT and resources is available in the Resource Centre between 3:30 and 4:30pm. 

 
Feedback 
 
If you feel you need to discuss your child’s homework you are encouraged, in the first instance, to 
contact your child’s Form Tutor, who can alert other members of staff as necessary. 
 
If the problem is specific to a subject, the contact should be to the teacher. This is especially helpful if 
there is a good reason why homework is not done.  
 
Homework is a three-way partnership between school, the child and yourself - we all need to work on 
it together to achieve maximum success. 


