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Learning Plans 

 

Year: 7 

Subject: The Highwayman 

Spring 1 

Knowledge Focus: Poetic devices and article writing 

 

Spring 1 Objectives:  
To know key poetic terms 
To analyse the language used in a poem 
To plan, draft and write an effective newspaper article 

 
To develop the following skills: 
Reading the poem The Highwayman 
Learners will be able to: 

• use their knowledge of: 
- word roots and families 
- grammar, sentence and whole-text structure 
- content and context 

         to make sense of words, sentences and whole texts 

• use a range of reading strategies 

• read with concentration texts that are new to them, and understand the information in them 

• select the main points from texts and identify how information and evidence are used to support them 

• read between the lines using inference and deduction 

• collate and summarise relevant information 

 
Learners will be able to: 

• write a comprehensive account using the newspaper format, presenting information, processes and ideas clearly and 
appropriately for the purpose 

• plan writing making choices about the best ways to present content for effect, 

• identify areas for improvement in their writing, edit and redraft 

• select and organise ideas and information to give a clear and full account 

• use varied and appropriate vocabulary accurately, including subject-specific words and phrases 

• use a wide range of sentence structures choosing connectives to make meaning clear 

• use the full range of punctuation accurately to clarify meaning, e.g. demarcating sentences (full stops) and clauses 
(commas), and using apostrophes correctly 

• use a variety of strategies and resources to spell familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary and subject-specific words correctly 

• produce fluent and legible handwriting 
 

Knowledge, understanding and skills to be developed: 
Students develop the key skills they will need to approach analysing poetry.  Pupils will learn key poetic devices (tier 3 
vocabulary) and use this in their responses.  Pupil will learn how to structure a news paper report and use key features of a 
newspaper article. 

Key Vocabulary to be learned this half-term:  
Personification 
Onomatopoeia 
Alliteration  
Simile 
Metaphor 
Stanza 
Rhyme 
Repetition 
Narrative 
Structure 
Headline 
Sub heading 
Caption 

 

Activities  Resources Work to be 
submitted 
by: 

Week 1 Activities: 

• Define key poetic terms and 
identify devices in stanza 1. 

• explore how mood and 
atmosphere is created in stanza 1.  

• PEE paragraph exploring mood 
and atmosphere in Stanza 1.  Tier 
2 and 3 vocabulary used. 

 Resources and where to access them: 
• The poem The Highwayman 

• Lesson power points – teach share 

Revision for 
test on poetic 
terms 
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Week 2 Activities 
• Summarise the poem 

• Explain how the Highwayman and 
Bess are presented 

• Explore how mood and 
atmosphere is created in part 2 of 
the Highway Man 

 Resources and where to access them: 
• The poem The Highwayman 

• Lesson power points – teach share 

Description of 
Bess or The 
Highwayman 

Week 3 Activities: 
• To plan an analysis of the poem 

using SMILE or similar essay 
structure 

 Resources and where to access them: 
• The poem The Highwayman 

• Lesson power points – teach share 

Using 
commas 

Week 4 Activities 
• To consider what a newspaper 

article should look like 

• To consider the types of sentences 
we can use in our writing 

• To consider what type of language 
to use in our newspaper article 

 Resources and where to access them:   
• The poem The Highwayman 

• Lesson power points – teach share 

• WAGOLL newspaper reports  

• Grammar Matters – sentence types/punctuation 

• Pocket posters – layout of an article 

Sentence 
types 

Week 5 Activities: 
• To plan and write a first draft of our 

newspaper report 

• To edit our report paying particular 
attention to our sentence types, 
connectives and punctuation 

 Resources and where to access them:   
• The poem The Highwayman 

• Lesson power points – teach share 

• Grammar Matters – sentence types/punctuation 

• Pocket posters – layout of an article 

Using 
connectives 

Week 6 Activities: 
• To reflect on our writing through 

teacher and peer assessment 

 Resources and where to access them: 
• The poem The Highwayman 

• Lesson power points – teach share 

• Grammar Matters – sentence types/punctuation 

• Pocket posters – layout of an article 

 

Using colons 
an semi 
colons 

 

Feedback Given Support/Extension/Challenge 
Tasks/ 

Useful Websites 

• CAR – reading – poetry 
analysis 

• CAR – newspaper article 

• During class discussion and 
lesson activities 

• Support – word banks, 
sentence starters, 
connectives word mat, 
template for article, tier 2 
vocabulary supplied 

• Challenge – more tier 3 
vocabulary introduced, 
more complex sentences 
and punctuation introduced 

• Top Tips for teaching poetry – The 
Poetry Society 

•  
 
 
 

Skills Development 
Reading/Writing/Oracy Development Numeracy Development ICT Development 

• Reading – retrieval, language 
analysis, summary 

• Writing – article writing, 
punctuation, sentence types 

• Oracy – practice writing 
through paired discussion, 
class and group discussions 
on poem 

•  •  
 
 

 

CAR Assessment 1 CAR Assessment 2 (Core Only) 

Task:  

• Reading – Analysis of the poem 
Skills being assessed: 

• Reading for understanding 
• Language analysis 

Task: 

• Writing – newspaper article 
Skills being assessed: 

• Writing accurately 
• Writing accurately  

ROWND Task Assessment (1 ROWND Task per year group) 

Task:  Culture in Schools 
 
Date ROWND Task will be completed: summer term 
2 
 

Reading Task – reading non fiction text about culture in 
other schools and in wales – comparison task 
Oracy Task – group discussion around culture in school 
Writing Task – Report writing on school culture in Wales 
Numeracy Task – numeracy task based on figures 
around school attendance  

https://poetrysociety.org.uk/competitions/foyle-young-poets-of-the-year-award/top-tips-for-teaching-poetry/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/competitions/foyle-young-poets-of-the-year-award/top-tips-for-teaching-poetry/
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Digital Task – create an info graphic to give information 
about school culture 
 

Four Core Purposes  

Purpose 
Healthy, confident individuals 
who… 

Comment on how this is demonstrated within your subject discipline 
 

are building their mental and 
emotional well-being by developing 
confidence, resilience and 
empathy. 

Resilience discussed in lessons and through the skill of re drafting and 
addressing mistakes – they are learning opportunities 

have the confidence to participate 
in performance 

Participation in group discussions 

form positive relationships based 
upon trust and mutual respect 

Teachers and pupils will do this in all English lessons 

face and overcome challenge Pupils may find some of the content challenging this half term – it may 
challenge their own beliefs – pupils will be supported by their teachers to 
consider all perspectives  

 Pupils encouraged by teachers to work independently 

Purpose 

Ambitious Capable Learner who.. 
Comment on how this is demonstrated within your subject discipline 
during this topic  

set themselves high standards and 
seek and enjoy challenge. 

Pupils will do this through the use of ambitious vocabulary and punctuation 
and sentence structure in writing.  To apply high order thinking to reading 
material 

are building up a body of 
knowledge and have the skills to 
connect and apply that knowledge 
in different contexts. 

Knowledge of a range of reading strategies 
Knowledge of various writing techniques 
 

are questioning and enjoy solving 
problems. 

Question ideas in reading material.   

Can communicate effectively in 
different forms and settings, using 
both Welsh and English. 

Group discussion, writing task and class discussions 

Can explain the ideas and 
concepts they are learning about. 

Through work in every lesson – class discussions, teacher questioning, 
writing in class books 

Purpose 
Ethical, informed citizens who…. 

Comment on how this is demonstrated within your subject discipline 

find evaluate and use evidence in 
forming views. 

Views discussed on the characters supported by textual references 

engage with contemporary issues 
based upon their knowledge and 
values. 

Understanding of what is important within the texts that we read. 
Contemporary issues discussed within texts and writing. 

understand and exercise their 
human democratic responsibilities 
and rights 

Looking at issues from different perspectives within the texts 

understand and consider the impact 
of their actions when making 
choices and acting. 

Students can explore this within the texts we study and the discussions with 
other pupils. 

are knowledgeable about their 
culture, community, society and the 
world, now and in the past. 

Students can learn and share knowledge through a broad study of literature 
and express ideas on this through their writing and oracy. 

respect the needs and rights of 
others, as a member of a diverse 
society. 
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Enterprising creative 
contributors who…. 

Comment on how this is demonstrated within your subject discipline 

connect and apply their knowledge 
and skills to create ideas and 
products. 

Creation of writing tasks 
Apply knowledge of language to their reading and writing tasks.  

lead and play different roles in 
teams effectively and responsibly 

To take opportunities to work on the challenge tasks where appropriate 

express ideas and emotions 
through different media 

To take different roles in group discussions 

‘What Matters’ Statements  – For Y7 and Y8 Only 

….. AOLE 
What Matters statements 

Comment on how this is being addressed within this learning 
 

Languages connect us. Exploring the poem in this unit gives a meaningful language learning 
experiences; the poem gives some cultural identity to British poetry.   
 
This unit raises awareness of the nuances of language and allow pupils to 
connect with the language used within the poem. Learning in this unit allow 
learners to explore different language features of poetry and article writing. 
This provides them with opportunities to develop their creativity, as well as a 
set of skills such as mediation, adaptability and empathy. 

Understanding languages is key to 
understanding the world around us. 

The study of this poem enables learners to make sense of what is heard, 
read and seen, and thus to develop our understanding, empathy and our 
ability to respond and to mediate effectively to the poem.  
 
The learners have the opportunity to study a range of forms and genres e.g. 
newspaper article, summary writing, poem. This unit improve learners’ ability 
to become creative and enterprising in their use of a range of languages in 
their article writing.  

Expressing ourselves through 
languages is key to 
communication. 

This unit calls for learners to show the ability to use and adapt their language 
for the genre (article), forms, media and styles and in a suitable register.  
 
In this unit, learners will be given opportunities to explore ideas, express 
viewpoints, knowledge and understanding of the poem. The learning and 
experience support them to develop an awareness of how they use a range 
of languages to express themselves for different purposes and audiences.  

Literature fires imagination and 
inspires creativity. 

This unit seeks to inspire and motivate pupils in their study of poetry, while 
also helping us to learn more about language and communication. 
 
This unit provides learners with literary experiences that seek to engage them 
as listeners, readers, and creators. These experiences support them to 
appreciate a creator’s craft as well as develop their own creative skills in their 
newspaper report. They will be encouraged to experience and respond to a 
variety the poem ‘The Highwayman’ that gives them insight into the culture, 
people and history of the UK.   The unit aims to spark learners’ imagination 
and creativity and help to build a lifelong love of poetry. 


