
 
Learning Plans 

 

Year: 7 

Subject: Drama - Melodrama 

Autumn 1   

Knowledge Focus: 
To understand how to perform Melodrama and a silent movie.  To be able to 
move in a melodramatic manner and identify the genre of melodrama in 
performance. 
 
 

 

Autumn 1 Objectives:  
To work in a group to perform a silent movie using melodramatic movements   
 

Knowledge, understanding and skills to be developed: 
To be able to identify the basic stock characters, To understand the movement needed to perform melodrama in a 
silent movie. To identify and understand a stock storyline. 
 

Key Vocabulary to be learned this week: Hero, villain, damsel in distress, sidekick, aged parent. 
Exaggeration, comedy, movement, facial expression, over the top acting! 

 

 

Activities  Resources Work to be 
submitted by 

Week 1 Activities 

 What do the character have 
in common? 

 Present new information, 
what is melodrama? 

 Exaggerated movement from 
1 to 10  

 Introduce the movement for 
the villain, damsel in distress 
and the hero, practice their 
movements.  

 Complete a small 
exaggerated scene with the 3 
characters  

 Resources and where to access them: 

 Teacher share, Drama folder, year 7 new 
schemes, melodrama 

 All resources are on the power point or 
embedded for easy access.   

 

Week 2 Activities: 

 Recap what is melodrama? 

 Exaggerated movement 
exercise 

 Introduce the aged parents 
and the sidekick and practice 
their movements 

 Introduce the stock storyline 
in full 

  Create a short version of a 
melodrama using the 
storyline template  

 Resources and where to access them: 

 Teacher share, Drama folder, year 7 new 
schemes, melodrama 

 All resources are on the power point or 
embedded for easy access.    
 

 

Week 3 Activities: 

 Introduce the silent movie, 
how can actors be 
successful without words? 

 Show clip of silent movie and 
discuss, facial expression, 
movement, clear stock 
characters 

 They to create the stock 
storyline with movement 
only, how can this be done? 

 Resources and where to access them: 

 Teacher share, Drama folder, year 7 new 
schemes, melodrama 

 All resources are on the power point or 
embedded for easy access.  

 Print off melodrama storyline from 
resource share   

 Perhaps show some Mr Bean from 
Youtube. 

 
    

 

Week 4 Activities: 

 Set devising task, to create a 
silent movie in the style of 
melodrama 

 Watch film and discuss/draw 
out all the elements that 

 Resources and where to access them: 

 Teacher share, Drama folder, year 7 new 
schemes, melodrama 

 All resources are on the power point or 
embedded for easy access.   

 



must be used to be 
successful, each group 
should complete a spider-
gram with all the elements to 
use as a tick list for their 
performance 

 Print off spider-gram template for each 
group  

 Print off a devising sheet for each group 
to make notes as they progress 

     

Week 5 Activities: 

 Rehearsal lesson, what does 
a good rehearsal look like? 

 Task: to complete a 5 minute 
silent movie in the style of 
melodrama 

 Complete your devising 
sheet as you progress, 
evaluate your work as a 
group/assess for 
improvements 

  Task I & 2 storyline, task 3 
exaggerated movement and 
facial expression  

 Resources and where to access them: 

 Teacher share, Drama folder, year 7 new 
schemes, melodrama 

 All resources are on the power point or 
embedded for easy access.   

  

     

 

Week 6 Activities: 

 Performance week, give 
groups a running order, 
allow a small amount of time 
to prepare 

 Watch performances 

 Grade and evaluate   

 Resources and where to access them: 

 Teacher share, Drama folder, year 7 new 
schemes, melodrama 

 All resources are on the power point or 
embedded for easy access.   

 Print off WWW & EBI slips of each pupil 

     

 
Performance 
due date  

 

Feedback Given Support/Extension/Challenge 
Tasks/ 

Useful Websites 

 Whole Class Feedback 

 WAGOLL/ Modelled example 

 Success Criteria 

 Clips used to embed 
understanding of genre 

 Backstage tasks, 
director, costume, props 
and other tasks. 

  

Skills Development 
Reading/Writing/Oracy Development Numeracy Development ICT Development 

Constant oracy development in 
teamwork 
Reading stock storyline and 
interpretation 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BELONG, BELIEVE, ACHIEVE 

PERTHYN, CREDU, LLWYDDO 


